Marker Feedback 2013 Trial Paper 1 Question 1
General Comments 
This paper, like the forthcoming HSC paper is designed so that the texts and what is required of you increases in difficulty as you work through it. Hence the most accessible texts and questions relate to the first two texts, in this case the visual text and the online article. This equates with the HSC. You nearly all got full marks on these questions as a wide range of responses was acceptable so long as you clearly linked the concept of belonging to your evidence.  The answer was straightforward and should have been obvious. Do not over think and over complicate these two questions. Therefore it is important to bear this in mind and apportion your time accordingly by answering the first two 2 mark questions with precision and economy.  You should have been able to these two questions by writing 4 to 5 lines per question. Many of you spent far too long on these questions and did not allow yourself enough time to properly answer the 3 mark questions and in particular the 5 mark question.
Questions C, D and E were designed to differentiate and discriminate between candidates and required both more time spent on them and many of you needed to write with greater complexity.  You should write about 1/2 to 2/3 of a page on each one of the 3 mark questions. 
Question E was the most challenging question of all worth 5 marks. To address the demands of the question you needed to write 1 ½ to 2 pages on this question. You were required to write a personal evaluation of the effectiveness of the two texts in exploring the relationship between belonging and nature. You are essentially required to compose a mini essay. 
You have been given a marking criteria sheet which explains exactly how each mark in every question was awarded. I have included a variety of responses to each question which were awarded full marks which you can work through on your own or with your teacher. 
Question A 
Nearly all candidates were able to clearly identify a visual feature in the text and link it to a perspective on belonging or not belonging.  A wide range of responses was acceptable here and you received full marks if your evidence linked to the idea.
Sample Answers 
A 
In this text, a man is portrayed standing alongside his bike on the edge of a hill in a seemingly remote and fairly barren place- there is no grass and no people around. Despite this, he is smiling broadly. This conveys how places can hold deep spiritual importance, memories and a sense of identity and belonging for the individual. The fact that he has travelled to this place alone represents that it must mean something to him.


A
The text shows a lone figure standing on the edge of a cliff, which at first looks like a representation of isolation. However, through the use of warm colours, the facial expression of the individual and the elements of nature such as the birds and grass it shows that a sense of belonging can be achieved even if one is by oneself.
A
In the picture the man stands on the cliff edge, smiling at the view in front of him. The man is separated from what he looks at by the vector line that makes the cliff edge. The man is looking away from where he came from: dry land that is sparsely dotted with flowers because the view of nature and the mountains ahead of him is pleasing to him. We see the connection that he feels with nature. The text shows that the man feels a sense of belonging within the natural environment.
Question B
Nearly all candidates received the full two marks here. You were able to clearly identify an idea about belonging in the online article and give supporting textual evidence to prove your point.
Sample Answers  
B 
In this article, the composers examine belonging to nature and the sense of belonging which parks and green spaces can provide. This is represented clearly through the image of the green shrubbery captioned ‘Want to be happy? It’s all about the green,’ and reinforced through the accompanying text which refers to scientific studies linking ‘green space to happiness’. The article attempts to silence sceptics stating with high modality ‘the aggregate gains at the community level are likely to be high’.
B
The idea of belonging is examined in man’s relationship with nature. Through juxtaposing the harmful effects of people living in urbanised areas, such as ‘increased stress’ and ‘aggravation’ with the benefits of living close to parks and gardens where one can frequently come into contact with nature, the composer highlights the fact that by connecting with one’s natural environment an individual is rewarded with a sense of belonging that will empower them.
B
These composers examine the importance of belonging to a place and to a community by drawing upon research and presenting their case with legitimacy. Even the photo is symbolic of the sense of belonging they believe can be found in nature: three topiary elephants, a family in the park. The reference to a University of Illinois research programme (which found ‘mental fatigue to be lower in green areas’) provides empirical evidence of the composer’s assertion that having some connection and notion of belonging to nature and to what is around us enriches our lives. 
Question C
This was the most challenging text and one which some of you did not fully understand. You were nearly all able to identify and explain either the idea of belonging or not belonging in the text with varying degrees of success. Some of you, however, did not make the distinction between the sounds of nature as creating a sense of belonging for the poet and the man-made sounds as being alienating and creating a sense of not belonging. Those students responded that the composer ‘loved them all’ which is not the case. It was also acceptable to highlight the differences between the ‘harsh, ’rude’ and ‘rough’ sounds of nature natural as initially being evidence of not belonging but that these sounds ultimately belong to nature. ‘Give me the sounds God made so-/ I love them all’.
You need to explain the concept and how it is represented in the text using textual evidence to support your argument. Many of you simply quote from the text and name a technique but with little of no explanation of what the composer is saying about the concept of belonging to nature.  If you do this you can only score one mark as essentially you are describing the text. You must do much more than name a technique. You need to relate it to the way in which the concept is represented in the text and consider the effect upon the reader.
C
Oodgeroo Noonuccal explores the contrast between natural and man- made sounds asserting that man-made sounds do not belong while ‘the sounds God made’ do.  Man-made sounds are given a negative connotation through the use of adjectives such as ‘obscene’ and ‘evil’. The use of the simile ‘Like music from hell’ strengthens in the audience the negative impacts of these sounds. In contrast, the ‘harsh, ’rude’ and ‘rough’ sounds of nature belong. In hearing these sounds the persona’s connection to nature is confirmed and for this reason he ‘loves them all.’
C
The poet discusses the way in which hearing the sounds made by nature pleases him. The sounds made by nature ‘somehow belong’ in a way in which man-made noises do not. The persona says that ‘man-made sounds affront the sweet and clean/But Nature’s never.’  Nature is capitalised to show its importance. Harsh alliteration is used to describe man-made sounds such as ‘squark and squall’ and ‘blare and bawl’. The technique emphasises the persona’s negative attitude towards these sounds whereas the alliteration of ‘tumult tumbling upon the shore ‘emphasises the beauty of these sounds. The poet feels a sense of belonging in natural environments where he can hear natural sounds, whereas she feels isolated amongst man’s ‘music of hell’. 


C
Noonuccal’s poem explores the concept of belonging through the juxtaposition of images, sensory imagery and its rhythmic structure. By contrasting ‘the harsh scream of seabirds’ with ‘the wren’s airy song’ she is showing both the ferocity and the gentleness of nature in its full diversity. In so doing she celebrates the fact that these wildly different images and ideas belong together despite their differences. Noonuccal likens modern music to the animalistic ‘squark and squall of seabirds’ but as a ‘man-made sound’ it will never belong to the sounds and images of the natural world. She uses anti climax to surprise the reader and challenge our expectations. Her use of enjambment also adds to the reader’s understanding of belonging ‘when she declares that she loves all the sounds of nature ‘From the small, thin/ Note of the bee’s violin/To the rough seas uproar’. The flow on effect of the enjambment emphasises her idea that even the ocean and the bees belong together in nature.

Question D
In better responses students drew upon well-selected textual evidence to analyse how imagery is used to capture the author’s experience of returning home.  Your response could have been conceptual or language- based in its approach but you needed to deconstruct at least two images and explain how these images position us to view his experiences of returning home. Focus on the imagery in relation to returning home, not the lyrics of the song or the images on the television. 
Again you need to explain the concept and how it is represented in the text using textual evidence to support your argument. Many of you simply quote from the text and name a technique but with little of no explanation of what the composer is saying about the concept of belonging to nature.  If you do this you can only score one mark as essentially you are describing the text. You must do much more than name a technique. You need to relate it to the way in which the concept is represented in the text and consider the effect upon the reader.

D
Through the use of imagery Winton allows the audience to experience with the narrator the experience of coming home. ‘Freckly types’ creates a connection between him and the other migrants who shared his childhood home. The consistent use of natural imagery, ‘a shabby clique of melaleucas’, ‘grey haze of banksia shrub’ and ‘buffalo grass and roses’ demonstrates the narrator’s familiarity with the place and as an ‘outpost of progress ‘ its connection with nature. He reminisces about when the bush was ‘only a fence away’ something the audience can no longer assume is true as the city approached. The description of the city’ forming itself into a spearhead’ gives it a negative feeling as it pushes the bush back. For the narrator, returning home is therefore a bittersweet feeling as he reminisces with childhood memories yet misses the direct presence of the bush the growth of suburbia has removed. 
D
Winton’s journey home and his sense of identification with his place of origin are depicted through the juxtaposition of natural and man-made imagery. The description of ‘the meagre grid of limestone streets’ is contrasted to ‘the long gully that gave on to a swamp’ to express Winton’s sense of identification with both the natural and man-made elements of his home. The vivid natural 
imagery of ‘the grey haze of banksia scrub and gum trees with the hiss of cicadas’ is juxtaposed with the threatening ‘spearhead’ of new human settlement. Winton here uses the onomatopoeic ‘hiss ‘of the cicadas to capture his feeling of belonging to his home close to the bush. 
D
Imagery is used in ‘Aquifer’ to show how valuable and how strong the author’s connection is to his childhood home despite the many years since he has been back to it. The opening imagery of the author who ‘smelt dead lupin and for a long time forgot my age’  shows that his experience began before he undertook the journey home and it is are not just linked to what he can see but to what he can smell and feel. The imagery emphasises the profound effect thinking about returning home has on the author. The imagery of ‘the grey haze of banksia scrub and gum trees’ that the author instantly recalls when he begins the drive ‘to where he came from’ stresses the significance that returning home has to him since he remembers so much about it. 
D
Imagery is used in this text to convey the author’s sense of nostalgia and also to show the way in which he responds to the changes in his home. The author feels nostalgia at first remembering the way in which he and the other emigrants lived together in his old street. ‘Freckly types like us’ uses imagery and inclusive language to strengthen the author’s connection to the community as a result of their shared physical appearance and background. However the cynicism of adulthood has now altered his perception of his home, as he refers to the origins of his home in ‘ the smoky, fly- buzzing office of some bored government architect’, displaying his knowledge that his house was ‘not as fresh as we imagined it to be’. The image of the city forming into ‘a spearhead’ tells the audience that the rapid urbanisation is encroaching upon his home, increasingly alienating people from nature which was ‘only a fence away’. Thus the imagery conveys a longing for the past but also disappointment and ennui at the loss of childhood and nature.
Question E
In the best responses students wrote an informed personal evaluation of the effectiveness of two texts in exploring the relationship between belonging and nature. In effect they wrote a mini essay with a strong thesis about the texts being discussed which drew upon the parallels/ similarities between the texts. They then carefully chose evidence to support and justify their thesis bearing in mind the effect of the evidence they chose upon the reader and continually linking the discussion back to their thesis in the body of their response. 
Many students explained the texts, albeit with evidence but with no sense of evaluating the success of the texts in conveying their message about belonging to the reader/ viewer. Again bear the reader in mind and clearly explain how the evidence you choose to present convinces/ persuades the reader/ viewer to see their unique perception about the concept of belonging.
E
Texts one and two are most effective in exploring the relationship between nature and belonging, because unlike the other texts they also contain pictures which include images of a natural environment showing the power of a positive connection to nature.
The singular person’s gaze is directed towards the rolling hills of the environment, forcing the audience to take in the majestical background and his sense of belonging to the natural landscape. A sense of tranquillity is established through the soft, natural colour scheme, as well as the smile on the character’s face in observing the landscape. The white birds in flight also give the viewer a sense of tranquillity and inner peace. Overall, the image effectively communicates the beauty of the natural world without needing to rely too much or the manmade construct of language. The visual text contains only one phrase – “Here is the news”. This sign is one of the salient images in the picture due to its stark contrast to the other colours revealing that the real news lies in the majestic scene the man is viewing and not with man-made news thus highlighting his sense of belonging to the natural world around him.
Text two also quite strongly represents the relationship between belonging and nature. It advocates the importance of ‘city parks and gardens’ by exploring the positive psychological connections of people to a green natural environment. The composers state they ‘can improve individual satisfaction in life and made us less aggressive, anxious and stressed’. The article supports this claim with an image of three connected elephant hedges, all a beautiful shade of green, similar to the green worn by the character in Text One which connects him to the natural world. The text effectively demonstrates the link between the natural world and happiness and asserts that ‘some experiments suggest green spaces have an additional power: revitalising the mind’. This is due to the fact that green is instinctually representative of life and therefore humans would feel more content in a living area. Conversely, dull cityscapes are devoid of natural colours and vitality causing ‘increased aggravation, anxiety and sadness’ in urban dwellers. The use of the personal pronouns within text two and the conversational style gives the reader a sense of connection to the text, and allow them to more readily accept the article’s message.
Both texts demonstrate belonging effectively in regards to nature by communicating through images which speak more than words ever could. The use of the personal pronouns within text two and the conversational style gives the reader a sense of connection to the text, and allow them to more readily accept the article’s message.
E
Nature plays a critical role in attaining a sense of belonging. The power of nature is explored effectively through texts one and three. Text one is a visual cartoon exploring the joys that can be drawn from nature even in isolation. The salient image of the cliff edge, mainly through the contrast of the vibrant colours with nature, captures the unique experience of an individual in escaping to an unfamiliar environment. The sign ‘Here is the News’ symbolises the barrier between the constraints of humans and the freedom of nature. Overlooking the mountains, the sign suggests that the serene and graceful scenery offer an exclusive pleasure within the soul. Thus, the text propagates that nature can be the catalyst for achieving peace of mind, offering a sense of belonging with the landscape of the planet they inhabit. Text three explores the dominance of man-made sound over the sound of nature, and the impact this has upon the individual. The author lambasts the “obscene” nature of modern “music of hell”. He reiterates the lack of connection he feels with modern music by mirroring descriptions of nature and music to one another. For example, the “squawk and squall” of seabirds is applied to the disk jockeys, whilst the “rough seas’s uproar” somehow belongs. The relationship between nature and the individual is summed up in the lines “give me the sounds God made so- I love them all”. The line highlights his love for the natural world over the artificial world. The contrasts in his perceptions of both sounds reflect the Indigenous Australian’s lack of belonging to the urban music; instead, they are left to yearn for the music of nature. It is clear that both texts highlight the effect of nature on belonging. Both texts capture the sense of belonging an individual feels to their own planet. 
E
Text Two, the online article highlights the importance of nature in providing the individual with both a sense of calm, contentment as well providing relief through fostering interaction with others. Thus while belonging is never directly refered to, we get an understanding of how a relationship with the natural environment fosters the kind of contentment that comes through a feeling of belonging. The author writes that parks can help ‘reduce stress, relax the mind and restore attention’. He also highlights the oft forgotten importance of fostering this relationship with nature, relating it to a “political climate ruled by investment and deficits’, which highlights the importance of contentment with one's environment as a key factor to one’s well- being that is rarely considered. 
Text Four, Tim Winton’s extract provides an equally effective examination of the importance of nature to belonging. Here we see the character’s sense of belonging tied to his nostalgic memories of his childhood home which are rooted in his memories and visions of the natural landscape. Describing his street that ‘wound down a gully that gave on to a swamp ‘shows the role nature plays in his identity whereby his childhood memories centre around the swamp and the gully. He also describes the new residents as planting’ buffalo grass and roses’ which represents the way in which people consolidated their sense of place through staking their position within the natural environment. 
E
Text Two, the online article is effective in exploring this relationship as it immediately confronts the viewer with the question ‘Want to be happy? The text answers this question by stating ‘It’s all about the green.’ and proceeds to demonstrate this link between belonging and nature. Through the use of the scientific register, it creates a link between a connection to nature and a greater ‘satisfaction in life’. The use of authoritative studies such as ‘a national household survey…( that showed) individuals on average are happier when living in greener urban areas is a clear demonstration of the connection between belonging and nature. They provide opportunities to ‘get involved in physical activity, socialise, revitalise the mind and allow opportunities to facilitate such natural instincts in secure environments such as ‘parks and gardens’. This therefore makes the text very effective in exploring and articulating the relationship between belonging and nature.
Text Three is a poem by indigenous Australian Oodgeroo Noonuccal and it is an effective text as it demonstrates through first person point of view that Nature, capitalised to represent its importance, encompasses ‘the sounds God made so -/ I love them all’. Noonuccal’s  juxtaposition of  natural and man- made sound in her poetry  reflects that she finds the sounds of the natural world ‘ somehow belong’ by comparison to her criticism of man-made sounds in the simile ‘the music of hell’ citing an example of this in the alliteration of ‘ blare and bawl’ by the disc jockeys. Noonuccal thus demonstrates the relationship between belonging and nature through her personal connection and appreciation of the natural world, even in ‘the shouts of the stormy winds’ to reflect the beauty and wonder of the natural world of which she is a part. This is furthermore reinforced by her criticism of man-made sounds which are personified as ‘an affront’ to such a connection and considered ‘hell’ and ‘evil’ as they detract from allowing individuals to realise the beauty of the natural world.
Due to this, Texts Two and Three are most effective in exploring the relationship between belonging and nature.
E
Nature plays a critical role in attaining a sense of belonging. The power of nature is explored effectively through texts one and three. Text one is a visual cartoon exploring the joys that can be drawn from nature even in isolation. The salient image of the cliff edge, mainly through the contrast of the vibrant colours with nature, captures the unique experience of an individual in escaping to an unfamiliar environment. The sign ‘Here is the News’ symbolises the barrier between the constraints of humans and the freedom of nature. Overlooking the mountains, the sign suggests that the serene and graceful scenery offer an exclusive pleasure within the soul. Thus, the text propagates that nature can be the catalyst for achieving peace of mind, offering a sense of belonging with the landscape of the planet they inhabit. Text three explores the dominance of man-made sound over the sound of nature, and the impact this has upon the individual. The author lambasts the ‘obscene’ nature of modern ‘music of hell’. He reiterates the lack of connection he feels with modern music by mirroring descriptions of nature and music to one another. For example, the ‘squawk and squall’ of seabirds is applied to the disk jockeys, whilst the ‘rough seas’s uproar’ somehow belongs. The relationship between nature and the individual is summed up in the lines ‘give me the sounds God made so- I love them all’. The line highlights his love for the natural world over the artificial world. The contrasts in his perceptions of both sounds reflect the Indigenous Australian’s lack of belonging to the urban music; instead, they are left to yearn for the music of nature. It is clear that both texts highlight the effect of nature on belonging. Both texts capture the sense of belonging an individual feels to his own planet. 
I hope this helps you. 
Good luck with this section in the forthcoming HSC.
Ms Schlam 
August, 2013.







