
 
 

Print advertisement: Discovery Channel 

1. Explain the purpose of this text with reference to its images and composition. (1 mark)  

2. Identify ONE visual feature and explain how it represents human experience. (2 marks)  

3. Analyse the use of contrast in this print advertisement. (3 marks) 

  



 
 

Cartoon: ‘Self-Help’ by Michael Leunig 

1. Explain how ONE visual feature represents paradoxes in human behaviour. (1)  

2. Why is black and white an appropriate choice for this cartoon? (2)  

3. Identify the composer’s attitude towards human experience in the cartoon. (3) 

  



 
 

Book Jacket: Paper Towns by John Green 

1. Why does the book’s blurb begin with a rhetorical question? (1)  

2. Identify ONE visual feature of the book jacket and explain how it represents human 

experience. (2)  

3. How does the book’s blurb evoke an understanding of individual human experiences? (3) 

  



 
 

Print advertisement: travelplanet24.com 

1. Explain how the landscape image is used to evoke the concept of new experiences. (1)  

2. Identify ONE technique (either language or visual) used to represent the concept of human 

experience. (2)  

3. How does the visual image and words work together to convey an understanding of human 

experience? (3) 

 

  





 
 

Novel: Extract from State of Wonder by Ann Patchett 

1. ‘The smaller boats stayed near the shore, while a cruise ship, white as a sailor’s dress 

uniform, churned up the centre aisle’. Identify a language technique used in this line. (1)  

2. Explain the writer’s use of sensory imagery in evoking an understanding of human 

experience. (2)  

3. How does the writer reveal Marina’s feelings towards experiencing the new environment? 

(3) 

  



 

 
Short Story: Extract from ‘To Dream of Stars’ by Peter M. Ball 

1. Identify the father’s attitude towards the observatory and give one possible reason for it. 

(1)  

2. Explain how ONE aspect of the story represents an understanding of human experience. 

(2)  

3. Explain how the author creates a strong sense of wonder and imagination in the story. (3) 

  



 
 

  



Novel: Extract from Five Bells by Gail Jones 

1. ‘But Ellie’s heart opened; she was filled with corny delight and ordinary elation’. Identify 

the language technique used in this line. (1)  

2. Discuss the connection made between travel and seeing the world differently in the extract. 

(2)  

3. How is the reader invited to ignite new ideas about human experience in response to the 

text? (3) 

  





 
 

Novel: Extract from Miles McGinty by Tom Gilling 

1. ‘The machine was perched on three wheels, nose up, a baggy-throated vulture surveying 

the ocean.’ Identify the language technique used in this line. (1)  

2. Comment on how the writer conveys a sense of new possibilities through language use. (2)  

3. Analyse how personal human experiences are brought to life by the writer. (3) 

  





 
 

Short Story: Extract from ‘Big World’ by Tim Winton 

1. What inspires the narrator’s desire to experience something new? (1)  

2. Explore the narrator’s attitude towards human experience. (2)  

3. Explain the connection made between travel and seeing the world differently in the extract. 

(3) 

 

 

  



 
 

Memoir: Extract from ‘Report from the Interior’ by Paul Auster 

1. Explain the use of second person in this text. (1)  

2. How is a strong image of childhood imagination evoked in this text? (2)  

3. How is an understanding of human experience revealed through a representation of 

memory in this text? (3) 

  



 
 

Feature article: Extract from ‘In Deep’ by Burkhard Bilger 

1. What are some of the potential challenges associated with new experiences outlined in this 

article? (1)  

2. How does the writer’s use of verbs help to evoke an understanding of human experience? 

(2)  

3. Discuss the use of sensory imagery to evoke a sense of the new place in the third 

paragraph. (3) 

  



 
 

Visual arts review by Robert Nelson 

1. What does the writer identify as the purpose of this artwork? (1)  

2. Discuss the use of second person in this extract. (2)  

3. Analyse how the challenging experience offered by the artwork is brought to life by the 

writer. (3) 

  



 
 

Blog article: ‘A New Way of Walking’ by Joseph Hart  

1. What is psychogeography? (1)  

2. Discuss the connection made between exploration, landscape and human experience in this 

article. (2)  

3. Discuss ONE way this article offers an understanding of human experience. (3) 

  



 
 

 

 



Film Review: ‘Between Heaven and Earth: a review of Gravity’ by A.O. Scott 

1. Briefly describe the review’s opinion of the film. (1)  

2. What does the reviewer identify as one of the problems facing the director’s desire to 

provide for the audience a new sense of wonder at the discovery of space travel? (2)  

3. The reviewer maintains that this film allows the audience to glimpse the familiar in 

unfamiliar ways. How is this notion conveyed? (3) 

  



 
 

‘The Door’ by Miroslav Holub 

1. Explain the use of repetition in this poem. (1)  

2. Identify TWO poetic techniques and explain how they represent an understanding of 

human experience. (2)  

3. How does the line arrangement of the poem contribute to conveying the poem’s meaning? 

(3) 

  



 

 



 
 

‘For the Traveler’ by John O’ Donohue  

1. Analyse the writer’s use of enjambment in this poem. (1) 

2. Discuss how the poem portrays an understanding of human experience. (2)  

3. Discuss ONE way in which this poem challenges the reader to explore inconsistencies in 

human behaviour. (3) 

  



 
 

‘The New Experience’ by Suzanne Buffam 

1. How does the writer establish that she is ready to experience new things? (1)  

2. How do verbs and use of the personal voice evoke a strong sense of the persona’s quest to 

experience new things? (2)  

3. What does the writer discover about the worth of new experiences as a result of her 

journeys? (3) 

  



 
 

Extract from ‘Ulysses’ by Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

1. Which lines in the poem call listeners to continue to explore and go forward despite the 

temptation to give up the struggle? (1)  

2. Discuss the poem’s use of metaphor to describe battling life’s hardships to continue 

moving forward and experiencing new things. (2)  

3. How does the poet create a strong sense of the speaker’s insatiable need to resolve 

paradoxes in human behaviours and motivations? (3) 

  



 



 
‘The Dungay Creek Postman’ by Richard Hillman  

1. Discuss the importance of enjambment to creating tone in this poem. (1)  

2. How does the poet’s use of descriptive imagery contribute to its representation of differing 

human experiences? (2)  

3. Explain how ONE aspect of the poem represents an understanding of human experience. 

(3) 

  



 



‘Death of a Young Son by Drowning’ by Margaret Atwood  

1. ‘He, who navigated with success the dangerous river of his own birth’. Identify ONE 

poetic technique used in this line. (1)  

2. How does the son’s death provide the persona with new insights about the human 

experience? (2) 

3. Discuss the writer’s use of imagery in describing the son’s experience. (3) 

  



 
Webpage: ancestry.com 

1. Describe the purpose of this text. (1)  

2. How does the visual image suggest an understanding of human experience? (2)  

3. How does the visual image work with the words to challenge the reader to see the world 

differently? (3) 

  



 
Webpage: The Smithsonian Museum, ‘Mission Statement’  

1. Why is it important for the Museum to associate itself with a sense of discovery?  

2. Discuss the use of verbs in conveying a strong sense of innovation. (2)  

3. Analyse how the text communicates an understanding of human experience. (3) 

  



 



 

Webpage: Mars One Home Page  

1. Select one visual aspect of the text and explain how it represents differing human 

experiences. (1)  

2. Discuss the use of pronouns in fostering a link between the audience and the text’s 

purpose. (2)  

3. How does this text work to challenge understandings of human behaviour and 

motivations? (3) 

  



 

Webpage: National Geography, ‘Adventure’  

1. What is the purpose of this text? (1)  

2. Comment on the significance of landscape and human experience created in the text. (2)  

3. Analyse how the text encourages the reader to see the world differently. (3) 



 
 



Graphic Novel: Extract from An Age of License by Lucy Knisley  

1. ‘Some trips are more than distance travelled in miles’. What does the writer mean by this? 

(1)  

2. How does the writer challenge your personal assumptions of human experience through 

their use of language? (2)  

3. How does the visual aspect of this text complement and extend the written narrative’s 

representation of human experience? (3) 
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